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receiving increasing attention, and degrees in divinity which in- 
clude this subject within their syllabuses are being instituted for 
the first time in several universities, is, we think, especially grati- 
fying. We know of no better book to place in the hands of 
students as a general introduction or prolegomena previous to 
their entering upon a more detailed and specific study of the 
subject. The qualities of the book which in our opinion fit it 
to play this role are the intellectual honesty and the absence of bias 
and dogmatism which characterise the author's handling of his 
themes. While giving the impression that as a believer and 
divine, he is anxious to find support in reason for the phenome- 
non of religion and the dogmas of theology, he is nevertheless 
careful not to allow his desire to buttress the faith to cause him 
to assign to his arguments more probative force than they can 
justly lay claim to. The discussions show evidence of wide and 
varied reading, and readiness to recognise merit in and adopt 
suggestions from systems with which, in some cases, the writer 
is at variance on fundamental points. Each essay, while forming 
a separate and more or less independent treatment, serves at the 
same time to illumine and strengthen the argument pursued in 
the remaining essays. 

W. Jenkyn Jones. 
University College, Aberystwyth. 

Sur La Transmissibilite des Caracteres Acquis. Par 
Eugenio Rignano. Paris : Felix Alcan, 1906, 

This interesting volume is another contribution to the litera- 
ture of the Biological School of Sociology, which is profoundly 
engaged in researches that shall demonstrate the transmission 
of acquired characteristics. The author tells us that he was at 
first inclined to the views of Weissman, because the opposing 
theories gave no satisfactory explanation of the mechanism of 
"Transmission." Realizing, however, that the theories of non- 
transmission scarcely corresponded with the primary biological 
laws, he was at last led to a new biogenetic hypothesis, which 
he christens "Centro-Epigenesis," and which resolves the human 
mind into a kind of nerve accumulator, similar to the accumu- 
lators of electrical science "substance capable de s'ajouter aux 
autres deja existantes sans les alterer et apte a restituer, lorsquelle 
viendrait a se trouver dans les conditions de milieu pareilles, ou 
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presque, a celles du moment, ou elle etait deposee le meme 
courant specifique par lequel elle a ete produite." The author 
also advances the hypothesis, that vital phenomena consists es- 
sentially "en un decharge nerveuse oscillante intra-nucleaire." 
The argument is presented in a clear and fascinating manner, and 
we recommend it to the attention of scientific students. 

H. Osman Newland. 

London. 



Old Age Pensions and the Aged Poor. By Rt. Hon. Charles 
Booth. London: Macmillan & Co., 1906. 

This is a reissue of Mr. Charles Booth's old age pensions 
scheme, which attracted so much attention when it was first 
brought forward, and which to-day, in spite of the numerous 
other schemes which have since paraded themselves before the 
public, remains the simplest, wisest, and most practicable solution. 
Some system of old age pensions has become during recent years 
more necessary than when first suggested. Men are thrown out 
of employment earlier and while they are yet capable of doing 
useful service, because the stress of modern life clamors for 
young men only. To find employment for such unemployed 
will be an industrial problem for the future ; how to maintain the 
aged poor has been a problem for many a day. Mr. Booth's 
scheme grapples with both, and half solves them. To every 
person reaching the age of seventy, he would grant a pension of 
seven shillings a week ; to those most in need, he would grant from 
sixty years of age, upward, a similar pension reduced in amount 
proportionately to the age at which payment began. His object 
is to prevent pauperism by catching the poor before they have 
dissipated everything. The present cost is to be defrayed by 
taxation; but he does not suggest the sources of revenue. We 
cordially recommend the volume to every social reformer. 

H. Osman Newland. 
London. 



